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Thus, freely cach her fentiments imparts. ANON. 






VA 7 HEN I had finifhed the Tale, my fair 
M Aa CA Say Auditors, who had with the utmoft diffi- 
Pe Odie culty, chained up their tongues, while I was 
reading it, opened all at once with clamour 
» and impetuofity, and gave their opinions 
; $ with fo much confufion, that I could only 
diftinguifh half-formed words, and broken fentences, fuch 
as, —  Zulima — a Coquet —- Hamed — a ftupid Wretch 
«The Genius — a rigid old Fellow.” But as I was very 
defirous of hearing the Sentiments of each of them without 
interruption, J intreated them to fpeak, if poffible, ove at a 
time. My requeft was, with tome hefitations, complied with. 
Mifs Bloom, a very pretty Girl on my right hand, faid; I 
“think Zulima was extremely ill-treated: what fignifies it 
“ to be handfomer than other people, if one is not to be ad- 
‘““ mired? one may as well be always old and ugly, as live 
Hh Sas 
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‘as if one did’nt know one was pretty. I think every Wo- 
‘man fhould make the mo{t o 
“* Gunnings did fo.” — Before I had an opportunity to an- 
{wer this vivacious fpeech, Mifs Seer, a tady about Thirty, 

whom the Small-pox had fpoilt for a Toa ft in her twenty- 
fifth year, replied, “I can’t help thinking in a different 
*““manner. I have known what it was to be handfome; but 
‘really it created fo much uneafinefs and anxiety, cither for 
“« fear of lofing it, or of making nothing of it, that I begin 


cc 


to think Agreeablenefs ne y preterible to Beau ty. I 


cc 


have read fomewhere, but can’t jutt now recollect the 


“place, for ’tis a great while ago, that the Women who 


. 
ce 


had the feweit perfonal charms, had always the greatett 
“influence over the Men.” — “ Aye, faid a lively Creature, 
“ with a pair of expreflive eyes, who feemed to be the bright- 
‘eit of the Company, it does not fignify a pin’s point, whe- 
« ther people are handfome or ugly, provided they can be 
«admired and flatter’d ; and for my part I had rather be as 
“ frightful as a Witch with half a tcore of Lovers, than as 
“ beautiful as an Angel without a fingle Dangler.” — « To 
“ be fure you are quite right Madam, faid a homely Girl, 
‘¢ Beauty is only a temptation, and brings people into all man- 
“ ner oF mifchief, as you fee by t die Story.” — © For my 
“part, faid Mifs Filt, I don't fee Zulima had any faults at 
‘all, I think fhe was moft anreafonably punifhed. What, 
“< muft not a Woman difcard a Lover, if the does not like 
“ him ? and how can fhe tell whether fhe likes him till the 
‘has tried him:” This Speech occafioned a general Te-- 
lie--, and I overheard Mifs Defame fay to her next Neigh- 
bour, in aloud whifper, ‘‘ aye, and fhe has tried. feveral, or 

elfe the is monttroutly belied.” Mr. Bel/air, then ad- 
dretiing himfelf to Harriot, faid, ‘ Several Ladies, Madam, 
‘have declared their fentiments concerning the Heroine of 
“ this Zale, but nobody has mentioned the Hero of it. — 
“Pray, what do you think of his Conduct ? — “ Why, I 
«think, replied fhe, that he was in the right to quit Z- 
“‘ ima, as he imagined fhe was only playing the Coquet ; 
‘ but he was rather too hafty; for if he had returned, he 
“would have met with better treatment you fee. Perfe- 
verance 
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“‘ verance on his fide, might have been of fervice to them 
“both; he might have reclaimed the brigheft Beawty in 
“ the Eaft, and have married her afterwards.” ‘** Now Ma- 
“dam, replied Bellazr with a fmile, I cannot fee any fault 
“in the conduct of Hamed; he left Zulima becaule he 
“* found her vain and capricious, and chofe, in her ftead, a 
“Woman every way her fuperior. — Not in Beauty, Sur, 
‘interrupted Mifs Bloom eagerly. — No, Madam, faid 
“* Bellair, not fo dazling a Beauty, but one infinitely more 
“* pleafing, more attracting, and more capable of fubduing 
“and keeping a heart; and if Ze/ss had been far lefs lovely 
“ than the Eaftern Moralift reprefents her, fhe had qualities 
“* fufficient to make her preferr’d to any Beauty whatever. 
“* If a Woman is good and agreeable, it matters not a pinch 
“ of {nuff whether fhe is beautiful.” O horrid, cried 
all the Girls — ‘“* Was there ever fo prepofterous an affer- 
“tion, faid Mifs Bloom, I am fure, continued fhe (with 
her eyes fixed on a Looking-glafs which was luckily op- 
pofite to her) ‘“ that Beauty is a confiderable advantage to 
« fome Women, who know how to make a proper uf of 
“it; and if Zuma had met with a right fort of Man, the 
‘might have made her Fortune.” — I am entircly of your 





« mind Mifs Bioom,” faid the clever Girl already mentioned, 
with an arch look, “ a great deal depends upon a Woman’s 
“ knowing how to make the moft of herfelf; and I think 
“it is very plain, that Zu/ima knew nothing of the matter, 
« The Tale is prettily told, and if we Girls would but take 
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““ warning, we might be the better for it: for we often 
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“ fruitrate the very end of ou 
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purfuits through mere eiddi- 
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‘ nefs and inattention, There was fomething in this 
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young Lady’s manner, which gave me a great deal of plea 


Cae 
fure; and though 
not heip thus accofting her: — “ I am 


‘ 


I had determined to fit filent, and make 
obfervations, I could i 

«very much _pleafed with you Madam, faid I; I won't 
“fay you are the firft Female I have ever heard own her- 
‘«felf in the wrong, but I will venture to declare, that there 
‘are very few of your Sex ingenuous enough to make fo 
«¢ honeft a confeflion: and therefore I beg you would {till 
«* farther oblige me, by telling me what mode of beha- 
‘ viour in your Sex you particularly hint at, and by giving 


‘me 
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whan 


me the reafon why you act in that cafe, contrary to your 
‘¢ fentiments.” — ¢€ Why, Mr. Baspsre, faid the, with great 
‘frankne!s, what I mean is, that every Woman ts defirous 
‘of having a crowd of Admirers; and, in order to cain 
“taem, think of nothing, like your Ea/ern Beauty, but to 
‘make her Perfon as attractive as poMible; for which pur- 
© pofe fhe is et wand diverfifying her ornaments, and 

* practifing a multiplicity of Airs; and when fhe is uze 


“figure tout a fait achevee, away me goes through the 
‘intoxicating round of fafhionabie diverlions day after day, 
‘‘and night after night, till her Perfon is as well known 
‘as the Places the frequents. She has then no longer the 


ie 
charm of Novelty to recommend her; the dear difficulty 
“ (by which the vaiue of pleafure is fo much enhanced) of 
“catching a glance of the celebrated Mits Such a ene is 
‘at an end; for the celebrated Mits Such a one is every 
‘where. very body has feen her, and therefore every 
“ body is indifferent aécut feeing ber.” — True, Madam, 
faid Beilair, “and fince you have fo judicioufly pointed 
“out the Rocks on which fo many of your Sex {fplit, I 
“hope you will, in the next Place, tell them how to avoid 
“them. There is no occafion for me, replied fhe, to en- 
“Jarge on this Subject; Mr. Bassie has given us all a 
«very good Leffon. Let us fhun the failings of Zulima, 
“and copy the virtues of Zels; and then every Woman 
“will, I doubt not, have a Hamed at her devotion.” —<“ I 
«don’t know, after all, faid Harriot, whether Zulima was 
« { much to blame in rejeCting Hamed. A Woman is cer- 
“ tainly not obliged to accept of the firft Man who offers 
“her his heart, before fhe knows whether that heart is 
“worth her acceptance.” ——-‘* True, Madam, replied 
« Bellair, but that was not the cafe here. We are in- 
“formed that Hamed was a Man uncommonly amiable, 
‘and encouraged to believe that Zulima liked him as 
«© well as fhe was capable of liking any thing: but fhe 
«‘ftrove to increafe the power fhe thought fhe had over 
«his heart, and by playing with it too carelefly, loft it.” 
—‘ Indeed, faid Mifs Fz/t, 1f People form their conduct 
“< from fuch rules as thefe, they may well make moft ridi- 
“culous figures in the World; thefe trifling ftories are 
very 
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* very well for Children, though I think even they may 
“be initructed much better; Girls efpecially can’t be too 
“early made fenfible of their confequence, and of the 
‘* advantages that tyrant cuftom has given the Men over 
‘“ them.— A leffon indeed !— Yes upon my word, it is 
“<a very good one for the Men, but they want no in- 
cc 


firuction ; they can make fools of us faft enough ! — 
« Yes, indeed, faid Mifs Blom, flirting her fan, ’tis not 
“an eafy matter to make them more knowing than they 
‘are. — If, faid Muls Fe't again, anybody could teil 
us how to lower their pride, baffle the arts by which 
they fo often impofe upon us, or conquer their indif- 
ference, it might, perhaps, be worth while to liften to 
“ fuch ftuff as this. J can fee neither moral nor mean- 
“ing in it for my part.”— Why, Madam, faid Belair, 
«T can tell you how to effect thefe three important 
“things, and by a very concife method too — Keep out 
“of their way.” —‘ Umph! cried fhe with a tofs of 
her head, and rapping her fan violently upon her fingers, 
like Lady Tows/y when fhe is leCtured by her Hufband, 
‘«« Perhaps not, Sir, perhaps not: People who have been 
“once known, are not fo eafily forgotten.”  Huarriar, 
who perceived that her fair Companion was greatly dii- 
compofed, faid with a good humoured fimper, “ I don’t 
«¢underftand you perfectly Mr. Be//azr —tho’ it may be 
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‘‘ wrong to be always making a fhew of curfelves, yet 
“ we mutt fometimes be feen, or clfe we can never be 
«admired you know.” —‘* Very true, Madam, faid 
« Beilair, and one view 1s altogether fuflicient to make 
“ fome Ladies defirable ever after.” — Here all the Com- 
pany apprehending that Mr. Bellair was going to be par- 
ticular again, rofe up, and gathering round Harriet, began 
to talk about fifty infignificant things, and after they 
had fettled a few momentous points relating to Drefs, 





propoted a turn in the Park. While Harriof was 
putting on her Hat and Mantle, moft of her Compa- 
nions fork fer to pieces, — “ Lard, Milfs Armwell, faid 
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Mifs Bloom, “ your Hat’s like a Shuttlecock, it fhows 
“too much of your face.” — Yes, faid Mifs F7/r, it gives 
you rather too much affurance. Modeffy and Humrlity, 
Child, you know are your /hining Virtues. — Let me tie 
it on for you.—I know Polly Ogle’s Cock to a hair — 
Billy Languifh {wears by his Eau-de-luce bottle that I 
wear my Hat fmarter than any Woman in Town. — 
«“ Your Mantle is extremely genteel, Mils Asmwe//, taid 
« Mifs Scar; to be fure white is vaftly elegant, but ix 
“won't fuit all complexions.” ‘ Blefs me Child, faid 
MifS Defame, “ what do you do with that puny Patch: 
‘you look fheckingly with it— flay —- Pll give you one 
“three times as large.” — Harriot rejected this offer wit! 
contempt. —Mits Defame then turned to Miuls Tilt, 
and faid foftly, ‘ the Girl fmoaks us I believe, or elie as 
«you would have placed her Hat, and I her Patch, not a 
“foul but would have betted any fum that fhe was a 
“Lard, what do you do with your 
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‘ denu-rep.” 
‘Train tucked up, cried two or three more — well, it 
‘‘ looks fo trudging, juft like a Market-woman. I love to 
«have mine draw! a yard behind me. Lady Bell Swecp’s 
‘© Train is not half fo long as mine.” The {mart Girl, 
who ftood during the delivery of thefe farcaflical {peeches 
with looks of contempt on the envious utterers of them, 
took Harriot under the arm, and faid, “* Come, my dear 
“ Mifs Aimawell, let them fay what they pleafe, I will lay 
“any wager, that you and [ fhall gain the moft deferving 
« Lovers; and when we have got them, Child, we will 
“ come to Mr. BABBLE, to know how to keep them.” — 
The latter part of this Speech was particularly addreffed 
to me, and concluded with a fmiling Curt’fy. I then 
found the Company were all on the Wing, and therefore 
wifhed them a great deal of diverfion, and returned to my 
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